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On May 2, the armed forces press office released a statement published in local newspapers
asserting that senior officers were not involved in the November murders of six Jesuit priests, their
housekeeper and her daughter. Next, retired colonel Sigifrido Ochoa was accused of joining the
foreign and domestic "marxist-leninist terrorist disinformation campaign." The statement called
on Ochoa to deliver whatever evidence he may have to the courts. It added, "We condemn such
irresponsible statements for their intent to undermine the institutionality of the state, thereby
supporting only the dark and ill-fated interests of the enemies of democracy." A few days earlier,
Ochoa made a public statement indicating that top-ranking officers had to have been involved in the
November slayings. Nine members of the military have been charged with the murders, including
Col. Alfredo Benavides. Ochoa said that Benavides acted under orders from superiors. Ochoa retired
from the military in 1984 to join the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA), and currently acts
as director of the state-run electricity company. In an interview broadcast by a local radio station,
Ochoa described the military leaders' published statement as "absurd," and reiterated his belief
that top-level officers were involved in killing the priests. Ochoa said that as a former officer, he was
concerned about the reputation and future of the armed forces. He assured listeners and members
of the armed forces that he continues to be "anti-communist," and supports a political solution to
the 10-year-old civil war. Regarding the murders of the Jesuits, he said, "I continue to argue that
this [incident and subsequent developments] are part of a conspiracy by certain elements of the
armed forces...I have simply demanded justice." Ochoa said that a decision of such magnitude
is not, according to military doctrine and hierarchical imperatives, made by one person. He was
referring to orders for soldiers to eliminate well-known priests on a university campus that had
been put under 24-hour military surveillance. Next, Ochoa acknowledged that the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) "is a tremendous adversary." He added, "We must unite to arrive
at a [peace] accord." (Basic data from Notimex, 05/02/90)
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